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the demands especially in the teeth of the Viceregal declaration
at Calcutta that nothing was to be expected in the matters of the
Khilafat and the Punjab and that as the reforms1 had only just been
granted, no advance was to be expected. I would have been unfair
to the Viceroy as also to the Moderate friends if I had not said
that our demands were emphatic and clear-cut. To have then
suspended mass civil disobedience would have been a weakness.
But Ghauri Chaura darkened the horizon and I discovered a new
diagnosis. It would have been idiotic on my part not to have
declared in the clearest possible language that the patient required
a drastic change of treatment. Not to have suspended after Chauri
Ghaura would have been unpardonable weakness. I assure the
reader that Bardoli's unpreparedness had nothing to do with the
decision. For Bardoli in my opinion was quite able to give
battle. I have stated several times in the columns of Young
India and Navajivan that I considered Bardoli to be quite ready
for the fray.
The fact is that the critics do not realize the implications of
civil disobedience. They seem unconsciously to ignore the potent
adjective "civil".
The more I think of the Bardoli decision and the more I
rehearse the debates and the talks at Delhi, the more convinced I
am of the correctness of the decision and of the necessity of pro-
vinces stopping all offensive activities for the time being even
at the risk of being considered weak and forfeiting popular applause
and support.
SINFUL IDOLATRY
I am myself an idolater though I am also an iconoclast as so
many of my friends know to their cost. Idolatry is implanted in
the human breast, and we worship perhaps nothing so much as
our own bodies, but I am not in this note dealing with idolatry
that is permissible; I am merely writing this note to draw atten-
tion to the sinful practice that seems to have commenced some-
where in the South of putting my portraits in chariots for reli-
gious processions. Mr. Andrews draws my attention by telegram
to the fact that if such a practice is continued it might even lead
to rioting because not everybody will tolerate the idea of putting
portraits of historical persons or living persons in chariots drawn
in connection with religious festivals, and I hold it to be criminal
when ordinary idols are replaced by portraits of me. It can do no
1 The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms